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May 18, 2020 

Dear Cristo Rey Brooklyn Friend, 

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented us all with an unprecedented medical and 
economic crisis, and as leaders of organizations large and small, the responsibilities for each 
of us are particularly profound, dominating our time, energy and resources. Needless to say, 
we hope you, all those in your organization and your loved ones are safe and healthy.  

Beyond our efforts to beat this virus, we share another unifying cause. Whether you label it 
corporate social responsibility, enlightened self-interest or simply just doing the right thing, 
we, along with nearly 100 other organizations, all enjoy partnering with the innovative, 
successful and inspiring Corporate Work Study Program sponsored by Cristo Rey Brooklyn 
High School. Our collective commitment to this program—and the young people from 
economically trying backgrounds it serves—has been an unqualified success no matter how 
you measure it.  

This year, for example, the 79 seniors from the Cristo Rey Brooklyn Class of 2020 have 
received over 600 college acceptances from 140 different colleges and more than $20 
million in scholarships and merit grants, including Cornell, DePauw, Wesleyan, 
Georgetown, Emory, Holy Cross and New York City higher education partners St. Francis, 
Fordham and St. John’s. These impressive outcomes would not have been realized without 
Cristo Rey Brooklyn’s rigorous college prep curriculum and instruction squeezed into four 
days of traditional class time, the support of families and the students’ own efforts and 
determination. They were also made possible because of the real-world experience, 
confidence and mentorship these young people earned by working for four years at one of 
our organizations. We can all take pride in our contribution to the accomplishments of these 
young men and women—our future employees, shareholders and customers.  

Although these are all critical reasons why each of us and our organizations have proudly 
decided to renew our commitment to the CRBHS Corporate Work Study Program for 
the 2020 – 21 year, our renewal decision is even more important this year because of the 
present challenges we face. Every one of our stakeholders, including the broader community, 
are looking for compelling signals that we are confident we’ll emerge from this stronger than 
before, and continuing to invest in a program such as Cristo Rey Brooklyn’s work study 
program sends a powerful message of hope and confidence.  

It is for these reasons, and more, that we are honored to extend our partnership and why we 
urge you to join us in doing so.  

One of the Cristo Rey Brooklyn leaders listed below, or their colleagues, will reach out to 
you in the coming days and weeks, but should you wish to contact them before then, they’ll 
gladly welcome your call.  
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Thank you for your consideration, and we wish you and your organizations success in the 
months and years to come.  

Gratefully yours, 

Stephen Squeri 
Chairman & CEO 
American Express 

Tim Gokey 
CEO 
Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc. 

Steve Gallucci 
New York Managing Partner 
Deloitte LLP 

Miguel Martinez-Saenz 
President 
St. Francis College 

Cc: Robert Catell, Chairman 
      Joseph Dugan, President 

            Cate O'Hara, Director of Business Development
      cwsp@cristoreybrooklyn.org  
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